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Heart
FROM THE

A TIME TO PLANT, A TIME TO HARVEST
Growing up in the prairies, I was used to seeing
harvests in the fall. I learned to appreciate the
process that a skilled farmer goes through as he
breaks new ground, cultivates it, plants the seeds,
and then cares for his new crop, eventually seeing
the fruit of his labour following a successful harvest.
Over the past few months C-Quest had the privilege
of being part of a different kind of harvest…souls!
Recently during some of our mission team events,
such as serving pancakes at a local hospital and
presenting arts-based Gospel programs, we have
seen an overwhelming response to God’s leading in
people’s lives. As a result, many have come to an
understanding and acceptance of their need for a
personal relationship with their Heavenly Father.
Our local partners have also experienced a
successful harvest in their own ministries. From an
increase of people coming out to weekly Bible
studies and Sunday services, to the ongoing
construction of new churches and a Bible Camp. As
well, our ministry base in Progreso underwent some
needed renovations. These are exciting times!

In Ecclesiastes 3:2 we read, “[There is] a time to plant
and a time to harvest.” At C-Quest we have
experienced a time of planting, now we are blessed
to be a part of seeing God’s harvest in the Yucatán.
So what does a good farmer do following a bountiful
harvest? He plants more seeds and watches as God
makes them grow. C-Quest is excited to be planting
more seeds through a variety of new short-term trips
this fall, and in the New Year. In October, we host our
first corporate Aid Trip with Fluevog Shoes. In
January 2016, we are launching our first Band of
Brothers Mission trip – designed specifically for men.
In addition, we will host our first Family Educational
Mission Trip in February 2016.
As God continues to provide new opportunities to
touch mission fields on both sides of the continent,
we will keep planting seeds and watching as God
reaps an amazing harvest! We hope you can join us
here on the “field” sometime in the near future!

Gary Edwards
Executive Director

““

You can feel the love Gama
At C-Quest we have
has for others as soon as you
experienced a time of planting.
meet him!

”
”

Noah’s Well

TURNING ON THE TAP
What happens when children are engaged in global
missions? Meet one courageous seven-year-old boy,
Noah Hoffe, who has been collecting bottles for the
past five years to raise money for clean water in other
countries. In March, Noah realized his dream of
providing clean water while on a C-Quest Family
Mission Trip in a low-income area in Yucatán, Mexico.
Five years ago, at age two-and-a-half, Noah saw a
television ad showing the plight of children living in
third world countries without access to clean drinking
water. Turning to his mom he said, “Need water.
Need water!” Then looking at his mom he said,
“Mommy, sad.” Without seeing or hearing anything
about their need, Noah knew those children lacked
clean water.
Fast forward five years to March 24. Noah – along with
his family and team members, C-Quest staff, and
Camp John 3:16 director, Gama – turned on the tap of
a new water well for the camp, funded entirely
through his own efforts. This water provides life to a
field of 2000 papaya plants at Camp John 3:16 – one
of two fruit crops supporting this budding project that
will supply funds to bring children from neighbouring
villages to hear the message of Christ’s love for them.
Noah, with a heart full of love, put into action one of
the first crucial elements needed to help grow the
plants – water.
Noah and his family had a rare opportunity to see
what God started as a “dream” in a little boy’s heart,
come full circle to the fulfilment of that dream –
blessing the people of the Yucatán.

H omes to kids healthy or sick
O ur sins are forgiven
P ack and come on the adventure
E xcited to come help with God’s plans
F ind out what you can do to help too
O ld or young God has plans for each of you
R est and say thanks for the new day
M ission trips to your future
E ntering words of life
X-ray the suitcases and we’re on our way
I can make a difference in the world
C ommissioned by people who give you support
O vercome with the Lord
Poem by Noah Hoffe.
To learn more about how Noah is raising funds for
clean water, check out his website at noahswell.com.

“

Estela has lovingly provided shelter
for seniors for many years, never
turning anyone away.

”

Volunteer Profile
CASA DE LOS ABUELOS –
CATHERINE CORTES,
VOLUNTEER STAFF
This past March my family and I had the privilege of
going on a C-Quest Short-term Family Mission Trip
with our small church group. After arriving in Mexico I
found out our team would have the opportunity to
visit a senior’s home as part of a ministry event. I was
so excited because I love to visit with seniors. When I
was young my grandmother used to take me to
nursing homes to visit with them. My grandmother
had a heart full of love, especially for the elderly. Now
I would get to share the same experience with my
own daughter – teaching her to love others as my
grandmother had taught me.
Casa de Los Abuelos, home to 44 abandoned seniors,
is run by a mother/son team. Estela, the director of
the senior’s home, is an incredible woman of God with
a faith that sustains her daily. She has lovingly
provided shelter for seniors for many years, never
turning anyone away who knocks at her door asking
for help – despite limited resources and space.
On the day we arrived at the senior’s home to serve,
the odour in the house was so strong that I had to
take a step back and catch my breath. I convinced
myself, and my eight-year-old daughter, that we must
go in and give our best to these seniors who needed
us.
Entering into the small living space, we were able to
push aside the strong smells and focus on loving and
visiting with a few of the seniors – each who had a
different story to tell. Mireya, who used to be a nurse,
suffered from physical limitations. Refugio, confined
to a wheelchair, liked to make colourful bracelets to
sell. And Manuel, was an alcoholic. All were
abandoned by their families.

While listening to their stories I realized that even
though each one had a difficult past, their stories
needed to be heard. Just like us, they deserved the
same love, dignity, and respect. And despite their
circumstances, they still had smiles on their faces.
After the visit – I knew God had called me to help with
this project. If this woman – without sufficient resources
– had accomplished so much for the benefit of others,
then our contributions should be able to make her
dreams for a clean, spacious home [to better care for
them] come true.
Currently, a new home is under construction to offer
better living conditions for these seniors. They receive
limited resources from the government and donations
from various churches in the area; however, this is
barely enough to feed all of them – plus pay for other
expenses. If you would like to join me in helping Estela,
or to learn more about my experience visiting Casa de
los Abuelos, please contact me, Catherine Cortes, at
cathe_77@hotmail.com.
For those who would like to support this project,
please go to C-Quest’s website at c-quest.net to make
a donation to help Estela care for these loving seniors.

WILL YOU JOIN US?
Come join us! Volunteer at one of our fundraisers; go on a
short-term mission trip; or make a donation toward one of
C-Quest projects to make an impact not only in the lives of
those in the Yucatán, but in your own as well. We rely on the
generosity of donors like you to continue to run quality
programs that restore hope and transform lives. To get involved,
visit our website at c-quest.net, or drop us an email at
info@c-quest.net.

C-QUEST UPCOMING TRIPS AND
EVENTS
Mark your calendars for C-Quest’s upcoming trips and events. To
see the various types of mission trips we offer, or to volunteer at
an upcoming fundraiser, please go to our webpage at
c-quest.net and check out our Calendar to see which trips are
open, or plan and book your own Short-term trip with your
church group, friends, family, or co-workers. We work with you to
plan an itinerary that meets the specific needs of your team. Call
or email us today to get the process started! All Trip Fees and
Project Costs are tax deductible and receipted by our partner
The Great Commission Foundation.

2015

BRENTVIEW YOUTH MISSION TRIP
JULY 20-31
FLUEVOG AID TRIP
SEPTEMBER 24 – OCTOBER 4
SALSAFEST FUNDRAISER – OCTOBER 16

2016

BAND OF BROTHERS MEN’S MISSION TRIP
JANUARY 15-23
FAMILY EDUCATIONAL MISSION TRIP
FEBRUARY 14-27
BRENTVIEW BAPTIST FAMILY ADVENTURE TRIP
MARCH 18-28
FIESTA ZAPATOS – APRIL 21

“

It was so rewarding to harvest
tomatoes with our family knowing
it would benefit the camp.

”

FIELD NOTES – MINISTRY
UPDATES
Ministry Base: In early 2014, C-Quest initiated a
Capital Project at our ministry base to identify
priority projects required to sustain or improve
the quality and safety of the ministry we
provide. The Deck Reconstruction Project was
unanimously categorized as our top priority
because of a number of safety risks.
The scope of the project included: adding
structural stability to the roof, archway, and
pillar system; installing tile floor and patio
doors; improving lighting and electrical
capacity; adding an exterior bathroom and
shower; installing safety railing on stairs;
reinforcing concrete; and repairing one of the
septic systems. We are very grateful to
RockPointe Church for generously contributing
towards the completion of this project. Now we
are able to host teams and ministry events in a
safe and hospitable outside area. In this climate
having outside space for meals, worship, and
fellowship is critical.
Short-term Missions: Over the past few months
we have been encouraged and blessed by the
impact our recent teams have made on both the
ministry of C-Quest, as well as on our partner’s
ministries. Our teams took part in various
ministry projects and events. Serving pancake
meals to hundreds of people at the state
hospital and at a senior’s home in Mérida are
examples of the Love in Action ministry projects
we do when our teams come down to serve. We
have also established new relationships with a
home for delinquent youth and an orphanage in
Mérida. Our partners have become like family –
a great way to do ministry.
Recently we hosted an evening of appreciation
and invited our partners for pizza and
fellowship. We were amazed at the turnout even
though not everyone could make it! As we
continue to host teams and work hand-in-hand
with our Mexican partners, we ask that you pray
for us. Pray that God continues to direct and
provide for us, as we strive to move the Church
ahead in the Yucatán.

Camp John 3:16: C-Quest has partnered with
Pastor Gama Canul, a local missionary, who is
building a Bible camp to share the Gospel with
those in his community. The camp will offer Bible
programs for children and youth, as well as
serving as a site for theological and vocational
training. Our role is to assist Gama in developing
the camp when our short-term teams visit, and
occasionally through funding opportunities from
our generous donors.
So far, the first multi-purpose building is nearly
complete and a foundation for the second large
multi-purpose building is laid. Also, the
swimming pool is ready for development and
welcome signs along the entrance road to the
camp are posted. The camp has a new –
much-needed – water well to provide irrigation
for a large papaya crop, which in turn provides
more funds to assist in developing the camp.
The well also irrigates a large field and provides
clean drinking water for the camp. Once the
swimming pool is complete, the camp will open
its doors and begin hosting events. We trust that
God continues to provide funding and
manpower for Gama’s vision of building a
“lighthouse” in the middle of the Yucatán.

“

Pray that God continues to
direct and provide for us, as
we strive to move the Church
ahead in the Yucatán.

”

“

Having short-term mission teams
come and do their programs has
been a blessing.

”

Partner Profile
THE MEXICAN – CANADIAN
CONNECTION, PART 1
MEXICAN PARTNERS: C-Quest partners with local
ministry leaders in the Yucatán state of Mexico working
in a supporting role to help meet the basic physical
and spiritual needs of the people. Short-term mission
teams work with C-Quest to come alongside these
leaders offering a helping hand, a loving heart, and
resources to reach the needs of those they serve in the
Yucatán.
Mexican Partners: One partner, Pastor Miguel and his
wife Alicia, started a small church in Mérida to reach
out to those in their community. We asked Pastor
Miguel to share how C-Quest teams have helped
better reach the community for Christ. Here is what
Miguel had to say.
Could you tell us a little bit about the church you
are planting in Mérida?
Miguel: Currently our congregation of about 50
members meet in a carport under a tin roof, which in
hot weather is not comfortable nor large enough to
accommodate our growing congregation. Our plan is
to build a church on a piece of donated land. We have
been praying that God will bless this land as a
sanctuary for His work.
What are some of the challenges you face in sharing
the Gospel in Yucatán?
Miguel: Mexico is a country filled with many
superstitions, traditions, and occultism that contradict
the word of God, and many are confused about truth.
Some churches water down the Gospel message, while
in our church we focus on the Word of God – practicing
what is Biblical, and flatly rejecting what is not. We are
teaching, learning, and trying to live our lives
consistently for God. We know we are not perfect, but
we want to please the Lord in everything – from the
bottom of our hearts. We know that He sees our actions
and there is no place to hide. Hebrews 4:13 says,
“Nothing in all creation is hidden from God…he is the
one to whom we are accountable.”

How have short-term mission teams helped reach
people for Christ, expanding God’s Kingdom
through your ministry?
Miguel: Here in the Yucatán the people are friendly
and open to foreigners, which opens doors for us to
share the Gospel. Having short-term mission teams
come and do their programs has been a blessing.
Together with C-Quest and their teams we have
planted seeds, watered them, and now God will make
them grow – adding to those being saved. We are
thankful for the impact on so many lives, learning from
previous years that results we see now are from God,
not us. Acts 2:47 says, “all the while praising God and
enjoying the goodwill of all the people. And each day
the Lord added to their fellowship those who were
being saved.
The following are a few results of our collaborative
efforts to reach the people:
1. God used C-Quest to give us the courage to
evangelize and to move ahead with our projects.
2. Working with our Christian brothers and sisters from
Canada – Gary and Joanne and Kary and Darcy – in
English classes for children from the church was a
successful project.
3. Working with Canadian leaders like Pastor Jared
allowed us to experience fellowship in Christ's work, as
well as encouraging us to serve others with
enthusiasm.
4. All the C-Quest teams who have come to share their
time, their lives, and their resources have been an
example to our church and community. Each group of
Canadians brought encouragement and unity to our
church. It was satisfying to see our Canadian brothers
and sisters in Christ work hard all day, and then enjoy
themselves fellowshipping with us as one body.

“

I loved seeing our team gel, and how each one had something
different to offer to the team and to our times of ministry.

”

Partner Profile
THE MEXICAN – CANADIAN
CONNECTION, PART 2
CANADIAN PARTNERS: C-Quest partners with
churches, Bible Schools, and other Christian
organizations to mobilize church members to serve
cross-culturally on short-term mission trips to reach
the lost. We asked Pastor Jared Schroeder of
Westpointe Community Church in Grande Prairie,
who served with us in Mexico in March, his thoughts
on bringing a team to serve in a cross-cultural ministry
setting.
What were some highlights you saw of God
working in the lives of both your team members,
and those they were serving while in Mexico?
Jared: This was our first multi-generational trip as a
church family, which turned out to be a very positive
experience. I loved seeing our team gel, and how
each one had something different to offer to the team
and to our times of ministry. I saw our team members
being stretched out of their comfort zones,
contributing in ways they may not typically contribute
here at home.
We were also very blessed to see the fruit of local
Christian ministries in various communities and
ministry sites. With almost every program we led, God
used both our team and the local church people to
come alongside individuals who responded to the
Gospel message. It was a blessing to see people
come to Christ and receive the gift of salvation!
What insights have you gained serving in a
cross-cultural setting alongside local pastors
Miguel, Gama, or Ricardo that you can “take
away” to use as a leader in your own church?
Jared: The biggest thing we learned about
cross-cultural ministry is the importance of the local
church, the local pastors, and the missionaries. The
pastors have an incredible heart for their communities,
and a God-led vision for their ministries.

This is so important because teams come and go in
10 days, but the local believers continue to build
relationships and bring encouragement to those who
come to the outreach services. A “take away” for me
is to expect more in my day-to-day life. God is at work
all around us, and He invites us to be a part of His
work. We need to be open and available, expecting
God to use us in amazing ways!
Sometimes people come back from a trip on a
“mission high” and then see their enthusiasm for
missions fade. What have you seen this time? Are
people taking action?
Jared: Time will tell, I suppose. We definitely have
many team members interested in going back to
Mexico with C-Quest, perhaps on a family or a men’s
trip. Our desire is that each of us will be more open and
willing to be involved in making Jesus known around us.
What is it like to mix it up and bring children into
the mission field?
Jared: Several years ago my wife and I had the
privilege of going on a family mission trip with our
young family. It was an amazing time for us all. I
recommend family missions trips. It is a great
opportunity to allow our children to see the world
through a different “lens” that I believe helps develop
them to have a more God-directed worldview. As
parents we are stretched and challenged, always
keeping in mind our priorities as we raise our children
in a world with so much need and opportunity to serve.
What words of encouragement would you give to
other pastors thinking about serving
cross-culturally on a short-term mission trip with
youth and/or family groups?
Jared: I would encourage pastors and leaders to
promote cross-cultural missions to their church family.
God is at work all around the globe. Short-term
mission trips are a great way to have our eyes open to
the rest of the world to see where God may be calling
you, shaping you with new passions and purposes for
His Kingdom.

STAFF PROFILE – The Cuthill Family
Last summer, Kary and Darcy Cuthill felt God’s call to put
their careers in the oil and gas industry on hold to serve as
full-time missionaries with C-Quest. Darcy gives us an inside
look at how they are doing one year after moving with their
three children to serve in Mexico.
Living as missionaries while raising a young family must be
quite a challenge. Is that the case?
Yes, it is true. Raising kids while serving in the mission field
is a challenge, but it is also a huge blessing. Choosing to put
our family first has proven to be the best decision for all of
us. The kids go to a Spanish school where they learn about
Mexican history and government, geography, Mayan
civilization, science, and math. It has been amazing to see
how quickly they learn the language and naturally fit into the
culture, often correcting our Spanish. I wish it was as easy to
learn a new language at our age. Kary and I take lessons
twice a week and practice constantly, but we still have a
long way to go.
Tell us a bit about your role with C-Quest.
Kary looks after all of the budgeting, planning, and financial
aspects of the ministry. He focuses on long-term
sustainability, as well as project management with our
partners. I focus on outreach – meeting people, developing
partnerships, and sharing stories back home in Canada to
raise support. I also help recruit and prepare teams, then
collect feedback to help improve how we do ministry. The
Cuthill daily agenda has no resemblance to that from a year
ago – which is a good thing.
What is one thing you would most like to see happen as a
result of your work in Mexico?
By far the most important thing is to see people come to
know Christ, and to grow in their love for Him. On the
Canadian side, it’s rewarding when we see teams leave
Mexico rejuvenated and recommitted to their faith. It’s a
tough world our teams come from, so when they go home
with new armour and fresh hearts to reach out to others, we
give praise to God. On the Mexican side, I think of the local
kids from the poorest pueblos. They look completely
different on the outside, yet to our kids and to Jesus – they
are equal. When we see our kids and the teams interacting
with the local children – performing a program, playing a
game of soccer, serving a plate of pancakes, or giving them
a hug – the joy is indescribable. These are just some
snapshots of Jesus shining His light through us. Sometimes
we just need to get out of the way and let it happen.

“

It’s rewarding when we se
rejuvenated and recomm

ee teams leave Mexico
mitted to their faith.

”
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